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Our next meeting will be held at the Morphett Vale R.S.L. Hall on
Tuesday October 14th. at 8 p.me Please have all plants for competition
tabled bY 7045 PeMa

We welcome two new members, Mr. & Mrs. Tormet, and we also hope to
see several more prospective members resulting from our Marion show.

Mres Syd. Monkhouse will be talking on the classification of members as
used at the Orchid Club of S.A. Ince The following article is a reprint
from the Adelaide Orchid Review, please read it carefully as the committee
will be guided by your opinions.

CIASSIFYING EXHIBITORS = A NEW SYSTEM by Syde. Monkhouse.

Running an Orchid Club, and endeavouring to keep everybody happy is a
pretty tough job as any committee will verify.

Problems that arise can take on many different forms but probably
nothing causes as mush strife as exhibitor's classifications,

Goeod floral exhibits at monthly meetings and orchid shows are impera-
tive to the successful club and once interest has been lost in these sectors
I feel that the Club is on the decline. Farticipation by as many members as
possible in these displays is very much desired and yet, do our classifi-
cations of exhibitors really encourage this?

NOVICE SECTION

Most clubs have such a section which is designed to encourage parti-
cipation from the absolute beginners and the shy grower. This section must
have some form of graduation, with exhibitors eventually becoming ineligible
after some success. We have tried many different restrictions based upon
successes achieved. We have never considercd the quantity of plants grown
to be a suitable classification for two reascns - the difficulty of policing
it and the obvious anomally of qualitly of plants having such a strong
influence.
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CLASSIFYING EXHIBITORS cont.

NOV S I nte

A good grower with under 200 plants of all top award varieties is hardly
the type to put against a beginner if the latter's participation is to be
encouraged.

IATE S ON
We had this section for many years when it was found to be reasonably
successful without being the ideal. Of course, Novice graduates spent a
certain amount of time in this section and after a prescribed number of wins,
advanced into the Open Section. We found this section varied considerably in
strength from year to year, although it did soften the blow of a novice
having to graduate straight into the Open Section.

OPEN SECTION
This was the ultimate destination of all exhibitors if they won their

way through all other sectionss Anybody could exhibit in this section if so
desired. This became by far the strongest section.

What was wrong with the above set up? - Firstly the Novice Section
was made easy to graduate from with one win in annual aggregate of monthly
points, or in Autumn, Winter or Spring shows, causing a promotion at the end
of the year to Intermediate Section. This made the Novice section too weak.
Secondly, the name "Novice Section" carried a certain stigma that was
undesiable.

Thirdly, the Intermediate Section, requiring five further wins, became
quite strong some years, when a good exhibitor qualified and then generally
followed a very weak year when this exhibitor graduated to Open Class. The
name "Intermediate" was clumsy and not easily recognised. Fourthly, the
Open Section became so strong with many big exhibitors that a graduate from
the Intermediate Section was often plunged ocut of his class, when thrown up
against these big collections.

To try to accomodate all complaints the Committee briefly created a
fourth section - Commercial Section - in which all commercial exhibitors
were asked to exhibit. This idea was doomed very early as it became impossible
to classify a "Commercial Exhibitor" and many Commercial exhibitors lost
interest because of being barred from "Open Competition". However, this latter
brief experiment did give rise to what we think is the greatest boost to
exhibitors that this Club has formulated.

Originating from a suggestion by a member, the Committee last year formed
a completely new concept of classification for exhibitors at Monthly meetings
and Shows and this has been so successful that we think other Societies may
find it worth adopting. THREE EXHIBITORS' DIVISIONS WERE FORMED:-

SECOND DIVISION.

A division of restricted membership.

Any grower who has not won five first prizes at major shows in Australia
or won five first placings in Annual Aggregate of points at Monthly meetings,
is eligible for the SECOND DIVISION. Once he reaches the required wins as
listed above he graduates, at the end of the exhibiting year, into the
FIRST DIVISION.


















