
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
                                             

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

AT A GLANCE 
 
The next meeting of the South Coast Orchid Club of South Australia will be held on Wednesday 4th 
December 2019 at 8.00 pm at St. Bernadetteôs Church Hall, corner of Walsh Avenue and South 
Road, St. Marys. 
FEATURES OF THE NIGHT:  
¶ Hall opens at 5.30 pm to bench your plants for judging. 
¶ By 6.30pm please be seated for dinner. 
¶ Special Guest invited of course is Father Christmas. 
¶ 8.15pm Main meeting with Guest Speaker, our Patron Coralie Hills. 
¶ Monster Raffle: please contribute by donating a gift you would like to receive yourself i.e. 

wine, nuts, ferns, orchids, plants etc. to help to make this night memorable.  
¶ Kris Kringle Table: If you wish to participate please bring a gift to the value of $6-$10 marked 

for lady or gentleman to receive a gift in return. 
¶ The Club will provide canned drinks and nibbles.  BYO Wine. 
¶ BEGINNERSô GROUP: There will be no class in December. The next meeting will be in March. 
JUDGING:  If you are not attending the Dinner, please have your plants benched by 7.40pm so 
Judging can commence at 7.50pm. If you are running late due to work commitments please phone 
Phil on 0438 891 612. 
 
DAYTIME CHAPTER:  The next meeting will be held at Lou Kesting Hall, off Broadway, South 
Brighton on Thursday 12th December 2019 at 2.00 pm. Our Guest Speaker will be John Gay. 
 
SOUTHERN REGION:  The next meeting will be held at 2.00 pm on Sunday 15th December 2019 in 
Carrickalinga House, 17-19 Torrens Street, Victor Harbor. Our Guest Speaker will be  
Graham Zerbe speaking on Cattleyas.  Learners Group will be taken by John Gay. 
  
LUCKY NAME BADGE:  Make sure you wear your Name Badge to meetings, you may win a prize. 
 
PUBLIC LIABILITY:  Under Insurance Guidelines all members and Committee attending any func-
tion or meeting held by the Club must sign and print your name on an Attendance Sheet. 

Gazette 
December 2019 Patron:   Coralie Hills  FAOC          

  President:  Michael Willoughby 

THE SOUTH COAST ORCHID CLUB OF SA INC. 

Published monthly by the South Coast Orchid Club of South Australia  Inc. 

Affiliated with The Australian Orchid Council & the South Australian Regional Orchid Council 

Website: http://www.scocsa.net  

E-Mail: lucys18@bigpond.com  
Phone: Lucy (08) 8381 4420  

Mobile: Lucy 0409 642 352  
Address: 6 David Street Happy Valley 5159  

ABN 83 245 384 076 

DEADLINES FOR NEXT GAZETTES  
 26 January and 23 February 

South Coast Orchid Club Members 
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 YOUR COMMITTEE FOR 2019 
 
PRESIDENT:     Michael Willoughby   0479 162 527 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT:  Malcolm Manglesdorf 
VICE PRESIDENT:    Kevin Western 
SECRETARY:     Lucy Spear    0409 642 352 
TREASURER:     Anne Steer 
COMMITTEE:     Donna Meeuwsen, Oui Ju, Jim Fogarasi,  
       Christine Robertson, Craig Humfrey,  
       Geoffrey Spear, Craig Dicker 
NON COMMITTEE POSITIONS: 
Registrar      Phil Steer 
Editor      Christine Robertson 
Web Master     Michael Willoughby 
Librarians     Raelene Gardner (Main Meeting) 
       Diane Cawley (Southern Region) 
Photographer     Neil Cooper 
Convenor S. R. Group   Geoff Spear 
Convenors Daytime Chapter  Barbara Almond, Patty Abell 
Convenor Main Beginners Gr.  Craig Humfrey 

LIFE MEMBERS            * denotes Member who has passed away.  

 
 1986 Harry Viney *  

1986 John Nicholls  
1989 Helen Edwards  
2003 Norman Gitsham  
2005 Merve Steele*  
2005 Shirley Steele  
Circa Tony and Toshy Deonnio* 
2007 Ron and Irene Parish  
2007 Murray Baulderstone *  
2008 Geoff and Lucy Spear  

2009 Don Biebrick  
2009 Henk Van Leuveren*  
2010 Dorothy Carassai  
2011 John and Bev Gay  
2012 Noel Oliver * 
2015 Lesley Fenton  
2015 Rod McRedmond  
2018 Kevin Western 
This list is still being  
compiled.  

1978 Dulcie Grave * 
1978 Leora Harvey  
1978 L. & H. Poole*  
1978 Ellie Shaw*  
1979 Syd Monkhouse  
1979 Bernie Hanson* 
1981 Lois Hanson*  
1981 John Leeder*  
1985 Brenda Lynch  
1985 Bubs Gready *  

Rural and Interstate Membership 
Family Membership  $34.00 
Single Membership  $28.00 

SUBSCRIPTIONS:  
 
Subscriptions for 2020 are soon to be due. There will be no increase in subscriptions for 2020. 
We do value your membership and seeing you at meetings each month.  
                       
RATES ï One membership covers all groups 
Family Membership  $38.00 
Single Membership  $30.00 
 Junior Membership  $22.00 

Gazette copies printed by 

Carolyn Power MP Member for Elder  

Phone: 08 8374 1939  Email: elder@parliament.sa.gov.au  
Website: carolynpower.com.au   
2/212 Belair Road, Hawthorn SA 5062   
PO Box 316 Mitcham Shopping Centre SA 5062 

mailto:elder@parliament.sa.gov.au
http://www.carolynpower.com.au/


 

3 

Michael Willoughby 

 

  

Presidentôs Message 
  
 
 On behalf of your Committee, I would like to wish you all a very Merry    
Christmas and a very Happy 2020. This year proved to be another year of difficult 
flowering in terms of having flowers in time for each of our Shows and once again 
your beautiful plants were there for the interested public to see and at times be in 
awe of them. 
 
 Sarcochilus night was once again a great success with around 70 plants 
benched for the Sarcochilus competition, slightly down on the previous year. How-
ever if the  Sarcochilus plants benched on the Divisional tables are counted there 
were well over 80 plants to see. This year Oui Ju and myself won the George & 
Patty Abell Sarcochilus trophy. This breaks the run of a óKevinô winning the trophy. 
The winning plant was Sarcochilus George Colthup óMouliacheô AM-ACM/AOC.  
 
 Donôt let our mild November that we have experienced take your eyes of your 
plants with perennial nasties, i.e. Spider Mites. They thrive in hot dry weather and 
they can decimate a collection very easily if we do not stay vigilant (as well as all 
the other nasties that love our prized plants). 
 
 The December meeting is our Christmas meeting and a special guest (can 
you guess) may make an appearance. Our patron Coralie Hills will be our guest 
speaker for the evening, Coralie has wide experience with orchids and Iôm sure her 
presentation will prove to be interesting. 
 
 I would like to thank everyone who has helped during the year for a job well 
done. Without your help it would not be possible to enjoy the year that we have 
had. It is always appreciated by the members and your committee. 
 
 I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year.  

 Successful growing and showing  

 

DONNA MEEUWSEN, GEORGE MISIRLIS,  
ERNA VAN LEUVEREN, LEON CROWHURST,  

CRAIG HUMFREY, VERA BASTIAN,  
RAELENE GARDINER, JANET ADAMS,  

GORDON NINNES, REG CLIFFORD, MIKE MILICEVIC, 
BOB CLAYTON, HELEN FOSTER, JOHN GAY  
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ORCHID CALENDAR 2019/20 
 

MAIN GROUP   Wednesday 4th December 2019 Guest Speaker Coralie Hills 
CHRISTMAS DINNER  Details are on page 4 of this Gazette.      
 
SOUTHERN REGION   Sunday 8th December at the Hotel Victor, The Esplanade 
CHRISTMAS DINNER  Overlooking the Sea. 
 
DAYTIME CHAPTER  Thursday 12th December 2019  
     Guest Speaker John Gay  
 
SOUTHERN REGION  Sunday 15th December 2019 
     Guest Speaker Graham Zerbe Cattleyas 
 
JANUARY BBQ   Wednesday 15th January 2020 
     BBQ. Bring along your orchids. Tonight you are the judges. 
 
MAIN MEETING   Wednesday 5th February 2020 Annual General Meeting  
     Guest Speaker Kyle Howard on Terrestrials 

CHRISTMAS DINNER ï DECEMBER MEETING 

Wednesday 4th December 2019  
 
As in previous years, the main course will be catered for by  

TEXAS BULL MACHINE. 
Christmas Dinner will commence at 6.30pm sharp with Main Meeting at 8.00pm. 
The Club will provide nibbles and cans of drink.  You may BYO wine, spirits and beer. 
Members who would like to attend should let Anne know as soon as possible so we 
can organize the catering.       Cost $28.00 per head. 
NOTE: Payment will be required prior to the December Meeting. There will be NO  
payments accepted on the Night. You may pay directly to the Clubôs bank account, us-
ing your growerôs number as reference.  
Bank Details:  South Coast Orchid Club 
   BSB  105 145   
   Account No. 545457040  
  

  DELUXE SMORGASBORD MEAL 
WHOLE BAKED SNAPPER 

S.A. PRAWNS 
CHAMPAGNE LEG HAM 
ROAST TURKEY 

SALAMI, CABANA AND METTWURST 
SAUCES, ROLLS AND BUTTER 

                                 DESSERT WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE CLUB 

 

Disposable plates, real cutlery, Christmas serviettes. 
Please bring a gift to receive a gift.  

 Something you would like to receive yourself. 
  Father Christmas has been invited. 

Our Patron Coralie Hills has been invited. 
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CAN YOU HELP YOUR CLUB IN 2020? 
   
  November is the time to think about becoming a Committee member.  The following 
Committee positions will become vacant in 2020:  1 Committee member.  
 
  Committee members are expected to be committed to the South Coast Orchid Club 
by assisting the Club to continually grow and to promote orchids. The responsibilities that 
the Committee members are required to assist with are: 
¶ Being available for the main meeting 1

st
 Wednesday of the month and Committee 

meetings on the 2
nd
 Wednesday of the month 7.00 ï 10.30pm. 

¶ Remaining after the main meeting to help clean up the hall and kitchen. 
¶ Helping at our Shows by manning the trading table between 7am and 9pm.  A  
 responsible person must be in charge at all times during shopping hours e.g. Lucy,  
¶ Assisting in transporting trestles etc. on Friday prior to Show to Shopping Centre. 
¶ After judging on the Saturday of the Show, assisting with transporting props and 

plants to Show location. 
¶ Assisting with putting in and taking out of the Show. 
¶ Having a knowledge of orchids and a rapport with people so that the public can be 

helped when purchasing from the trading table. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a Committee member or can assist in any way 
please ring Lucy on 8381 4420. 
 

END OF YEAR BUSINESS 
TROPHIES AND LIBRARY BOOKS:  
Please return all trophies to the Secretary at the November meeting or as soon as possible.  
Please return all library books to Raelene before the December meeting for our annual stock take.  
 

NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEE: 

At the close of the December meeting we need nomination forms filled in by members nominating 
other members for Committee positions.  See page 20 of the November gazette for nomination 
forms or pick some up from Lucy at the meeting. Most positions to be vacated can be                    
re-nominated. 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS:   
Subscription Renewal sheets have been included with this gazette.  
The Treasurer will accept payments for subscriptions at the December meeting. 

BARBEQUE  
WEDNESDAY 15th JANUARY 2020 6.30PM  
AT ST. BERNADETTEôS CHURCH HALL 

 
How nice to start the year off with your Orchid friends.  No meeting, just a fun time with your 
mates.  The Club will provide BBQ meat. $2 per person will be charged to defray this cost.  
Could you please just bring a salad or finger food dessert.  You may BYO as long as alcohol is 
consumed inside the Hall but please bring your own wine glass. 
 
If you have an Orchid plant in flower, bring it along and you can enter it for popular vote.  As 
the Judges are on holidays, you, the members will be the Judges. It costs 50cents to enter and 
the owner of the plant which wins the popular vote will receive the total entry money. If it a 
draw then the monies will be shared. 
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 Western Orchids / Laboratories  Coromandel East, South Australia, 5157 
P.O. Box 276, Blackwood, S.A. 5051 
Mob 04120 642 215.      Email kevin@westernorchids.com.au 
 

DEFLASKING ORCHIDS É Kevin Western 
PREAMBLE 
Deflasking is the name given to the process where seedlings or clones that have been growing in 
a tissue culture flask are removed from the flask and transferred to grow on in pots of suitable 
growing medium and cared for under suitable conditions or where they are taken from the flask 
and fastened on to suitable mounts and cared for under suitable conditions. 
While in the flask, the small orchid seedlings or clones experience sterile growing conditions and 
quite high humidity and there is a popular and absolute misconception that these sterile and     
humid conditions must be maintained upon their removal from the flask. This is NOT the case and 
this misconception generally results in the death of those plants. 
The flasks of medium and orchids must be sterile because, if they werenôt, bacteria and fungi, so 
commonly found absolutely everywhere on this planet, would take over the medium, poison the 
medium and take over and destroy all the orchids in the flask.  
In nature, orchid seeds are actually germinated by special naturally occurring fungi and actually 
depend on them to survive at first. There is no need, repeat; no need to attempt to raise your 
seedlings in an imaginary microbe free state brought about by applying fungicides or                    
anti-bacterials to them after deflask. I suspect a lot of failures are at least partly due to the use of 
such treatments. 
It is obvious to anyone examining a flask that the environment within is very humid. There are        
recondensed water droplets on the inside of the flask. True it is humid but that just happens      
because the medium is about 90 ï 97% water and some evaporates and then condenses on the 
glass, runs back down to the medium and evaporates over again and so on. The humidity is     
unavoidable and is not brought about by any contrived process other than the laws of nature. The 
seedlings donôt need to have near 100% humidity after deflask. The Bull here is that some people 
will advocate that after deflask, those seedlings continue to need to be kept in near 100% humid 
environment. Not so at all in most cases. Most will be fine in your regular growing area unless itôs 
particularly inhospitable. Conversely some of the known difficult ones such as Phrags, multifloral 
Paphs, Dendrobium cuthbertsonii may initially benefit from a mini greenhouse or cover over the 
pot. 
Another problem of significant concern is that a great many orchid tissue culture laboratories canôt 
or donôt bother to grow their seedlings or clones to a decent size or stature for deflask and this is a 
particular problem where, even if you have ideal conditions and practices for deflasking and     
growing them, they are almost certainly doomed to failure because they are so puny. We see lots 
of flasks from other labs where the seedlings are just óelongated pieces of green spaghetti with the 
occasional leaves on themô. Avoid purchasing such rubbish. Those laboratories donôt know how to 
do their work properly. Avoid also those who produce flasks with many tens to 100ôs of cramped, 
tiny seedlings per flask as they will all die ï expect 100% death. Better to pay the same or more 
for flasks containing less but sturdy, well-formed seedlings where near 100% survival after deflask 
is probable. 
It is possible to grow 30-40 cymbidium seedlings or clones to a good size and stature in a 750mL 
flask containing about 160-180mL of medium with most plants doing very well and ok for deflask. 
Conversely only 12-15 sarcochilus seedlings will grow to ideal deflask size and stature in exactly 
the same flask. Cattleya and Phalaenopsis fall somewhere in between that while the oncidium   
alliance tend to be like the cymbidiums. 
 
TIME TO DEFLASK 
Most epiphytes can be deflasked just about any time of year in a fairly high proportion of cases but 
there are more ideal times of year than others and it is best to deflask if possible when the plants 
would be coming into active growth. All orchids have distinctive seasons in nature, these should 
be observed for optimal results. ñGoogle itò. Itôs not always intuitive as to which season is best. 
Some experimentation may be necessary. If in doubt, the start of their growing season may be 
best. Some prefer to be deflasked during winter so they can toughen up without drying stress to 
slow them down. Some will be guaranteed to die if deflasked in winter and prefer a mid-Spring 
deflask or perhaps a bit later so they will get under way quickly.  
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The terrestrials and deciduous orchids such as Catasetum alliance do best only when deflasked 
while they are really in active growth in the flask which is late spring ï early summer for us. They 
also must be of good size and sturdy plants in the flask to have high survival at deflask. Best 
check with someone in your area who has already been successful in deflasking them or do lots 
of research and relate that to your own conditions. 
Ignore the idiots who preach that if the flask is so jostled during postage to you that the agar will 
burn the leaves ï this is absolute bullshit to put it mildly and such persons need to be completely 
ignored! More bull is to leave the seedlings in flask under poor light and so long that they start to 
go backwards and then deflask them. Thatôs a formula for failure. 
DEFLASKING - THE PROCESSES 
REMOVAL FROM FLASK 
Conical flasks or flasks that have necks significantly smaller than the rest of the flask require 
smashing the flask to get the seedlings out. I wrap them effectively in newspaper and break the 
glass with a hammer to get them out. I wonôt use that type of flask for that very reason and for 
other reasons. 
Plastic imitation Whiskey bottles so commonly used by Asian laboratories can just be cut open 
carefully to get your seedlings out. 
My own flasks/jars have a neck that is only a little smaller than the plug of roots and medium so 
they generally slide out quite easily. Occasionally Sarcochilus seedlings in particular will have 
made such an extensive root mass that they wonôt slide out without damage so I then wrap in 
news-paper and break the flasks in those instances. 
Adding water to the flask makes removing the seedlings much easier and depending on what 
your tap water supply is like that or rain water is good for the process. 
Unless you are deflasking truly tropical orchids and your water supply is very cold, there is no 
need to use tepid or warm water as the plants may naturally be accustomed to that water       
temperature in their native habitat anyway. 
REMOVING AGAR AND POTTING UP 
Washing the agar/medium off the roots is easily done using the water supply and a hose fitted 
with a typical garden watering gun. I set it to ñshowerô or óflatô for good results. 
Just hand hold the plug of plants and agar or put it in a wire mesh basket lined with 50% shade 
cloth and gently to vigorously, depending on the hardiness of the seedlings concerned, blast the 
agar away. Getting rid of most of the agar seems preferable because rat, mice and other critters 
can be attracted to the smell of the agar and come and damage your plants for you. Any difficult 
to remove agar may best be left in place rather than risk excessive damage to the root systems. 
A small amount of damage to leaves or roots will not have significant impact on their survival but 
is best avoided if possible. 
Generally, try to tease the seedlings apart from each other before grading them according to size 
and stature for potting up or mounting but in some cases itôs obvious that attempts to separate 
them will do more damage than good so just plant them all in a community pot and separate 
them after a year or so of growing together. The epiphytes that must be grown on mounts are 
rarely too tangled together to be separated but if they are, then remove any dead ones and put 
the plug of seedlings on a pad of sphagnum moss in a tray about 120mm deep and place that 
under good light and suitable air movement to harden off and be separated later on. Remember 
to fertilise them regularly with fluid fertiliser so they can grow. 
From now on the aim is to protect them enough so they donôt dehydrate and perish, to give them 
enough light to start to grow but not so strong that they are burned by it, enough water that they 
remain properly hydrated but not so much that they rot, enough protection from drying but not so 
humid that lack of air movement leads to rot, medium or mount material that you know will grow 
that species or genus or family of orchids and weak, balanced fertiliser at each watering so they 
have some nutrition to grow on. 
A hot-bed may be of value at first but is not necessary in most cases. Commercial nurseries are 
likely to use these to hasten growth to saleable size but you may not need to do so. 
No fungicides or antibacterials are needed. If you need them youôre doing it wrong! In my opinion, 
if you need to use antifungal or antibacterial sprays to control rot in deflasked orchid plants, then 
your growing conditions for the deflasked seedlings need to be improved or you are just shutting 
the gate after letting the horse bolt in the first place. Some growers swear that the use of prod-
ucts such as ñEnvyô or óVapour Guardô are essential in getting their deflasked seedlings to survive 
but I donôt find that is so. However, if you are convinced of their value then remember to dip the 
leaves and bulbs only but donôt dip the roots as  this will prevent them from taking up moisture  
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 from the mount or the potting mix. Some seedlings just seem to attract mites and other nasty      
critters. A puff of surface spray or a systemic pesticide may be needed if a problem arises. 
 
WHEN DEFLAKSING, THE AIM IS TO PROVIDE A SUFFICIENT  LEVEL OF PROTECTION    
IMMEDIATELY AFTER DEFLASK TO SUPPORT THE SEEDLINGS WHILE THEY HARDEN UP, 
BUT TO HAVING THEM GROWING ALONGSIDE THEIR PEERS, WHEREVER THEY ARE     
BEING GROWN, IN THE SHORTEST TIME POSSIBLE WITHOUT KILLING THEM FROM ROT 
OR DEHYDRATIION, OVER OR UNDER FERTILISING OR LACK OF LIGHT AND AIR. 
 
POTTING MEDIUM 
I generally do very, very well using good sphagnum moss to pot up the deflasked seedlings: Sar-
cochilus, Cymbidium, Oncidium alliance, Zygopetalum alliance, Stanhopea alliance and numerous 
other, normally pot culture loving orchids. So good in fact that Sarcochilus seedlings grown to     
decent size in the flask and taken out in late February to very early April here in the southern     
hemisphere and put straight away into the Sarcochilus shade house under good sun light, may pro-
duce flower spikes and flower in the same year. Sphagnum is expensive but first year survival and 
growth is very good and at first repot they then go into whatever you find cheapest and best for the 
genus concerned. 
If sphagnum moss is used, then you must ignore the completely idiotic suggestion to use tightly 
packed moss. I find that just enough well teased and then very loosely packed moss to just support 
the seedlings gets absolutely excellent results. Potting up can be as a community pot or in single 
pots depending on the size and stature of the seedlings involved. 
Generally, any potting medium that suits mature plants of the same species, genus or family of   
orchids should also be ok for your deflasked seedlings. Perhaps a slightly finer grade is better at 
first. 
MOUNTING ORCHIDS 
Some genera seem not to grow in any situation except when mounted. Some prefer to be mounted 
direct on to naked cork with all roots in contact with the bark or other suitable material while others 
want only the terminal 1-3 cm of the roots tied to the mount and the plant itself not in contact with 
the mount at all. Some prefer to be mounted over a pad of live moss. Some prefer to be mounted 
with a pad of moss over their root system. Unfortunately, what the plants prefer in your environment 
will only be discovered more or less by trial and error. Reference to successful growers in your area 
may be of help. 
FERTILISING 
This is a very personal thing and will depend on what is giving you good results already. They must 
be fertilised and ideally quite regularly to have any chance to survive and grow quickly for you. 
In my opinion, Sphagnum moss must only be fertilised with weak soluble fertiliser solutions else use 
of solid fertilisers such as blood n bone, chicken manure based products or slow release, pellet type 
fertilisers seem to be an absolute disaster with sphagnum. 
Conversely, typical bark, coconut, perlite, vermiculite, etc., potting mixes donôt suffer that problem 
and normal fertilising can be done according to your previous successful experiences. Always     
remember frequent weak fertilising seems safest. For soluble fertilisers, Donôt exceed 500 PPM; 
that is about one level teaspoon of products such as or similar to Aquasol, Thrive, Campbells   
products etc, etc per 10 Litres of rain water. 
My own experience with Campbells ñ19 Caratò fertiliser has been good where 4-5 waterings are 
done with that then the next with a 50/50 mix of Calcium Nitrate / Magnesium Nitrate mix at the 
same rate for the next watering then back to the ñ19 Caratò and so on. This provides absolutely  
everything the plants need. Occasional use of Seasol and Power Feed at about 1/4 the minimal    
recommendations on the packs seems to be quite beneficial too. 

GENERALLY IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS CHECK :-  
DOES YOUR WATER SUPPLY HAVE TOO MUCH IN THE WAY OF DISSOLVED DISSOLVED     
 SALTS TO BE USED TO PREPARE FERTILISER SOLUTIONS. 
WERE SEEDLINGS TOO SMALL FOR SUCCESSFUL DEFLASK 
WAS/IS IT THE RIGHT SEASON / TIME OF YEAR TO DEFLASK 
WERE THEY KEPT TOO HUMID   WAS THERE ENOUGH AIR MOVEMENT 
WAS THERE ENOUGH LIGHT   WAS THE FERTILISER TOO STONG 

ONCE YOU GET THESE FACTORS UNDER CONTROL IT WILL BE EASY TO HAVE HIGH 
SUCCESS LEVELS WITH DEFLASKED ORCHID SEEDLINGS. 
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Vicky Cooper congratulates Oui Ju and 
Michael Willoughby on winning the 

George & Patty Abell Sarcochilus Trophy 
Photo Christine Robertson. 

Steve Howard presents Michael 
Willoughby with his and Oui Ju ós 
awards for 2019 orchids. 
Photo Christine Robertson 

  PLANT OF MONTH  -   �'�H�Q�G�U�R�E�L�X�P���[���X�V�L�W�D�H 
  
 Dendrobium x usitae was displayed at the November meeting of the Southern Region by 
Sid James. It is an unusual orchid in that it flowers on the old canes and not on the growing 
canes. It is a   natural hybrid occurring in the Phillipines between Den. goldschmidtianum & 
Den. bullenianum. 
 
 The deciduous upright canes to 15 cm long bear the flowers in clusters. The lanceolate 
leaves on the non blooming canes 
reach 45cm. Flowers vary in colour  
from pink through red to orange and are 
1.25cm.  
 
 This hybrid has been used in    
Taiwan to produce some amazing     
orchids many of which have been 
awarded in  America and The TOGA. 
The  hybrid itself has been awarded five 
times. One specimen was Grand    
Champion of the TIOS in 2013. 


